A copy of a “Declaration of Santa Cruz” signed by REDAZCO members follows. 

DECLARATION OF SANTA CRUZ

TO PROMOTE PEACE & DEVELOPMENT IN COMMUNITIES IN THE COOPERATION ZONE

BELIZE & GUATEMALA 
WHEREAS:

That established communities in the Cooperation Zone between Belize and Guatemala are desirous of peace and the well-being of their families and communities through the creation of livelihood opportunities for indigenous and non-indigenous peoples,

WHEREAS:

That as neighbors and friends it is imperative that we work in peace and unity for the well-being of our children and communities with the objective of creating a zone of tranquility, cooperation and respect.

WHEREAS:

That as a people, desirous of living in peace and respectful of human rights we promote activities of confidence to overcome our anxieties and the poverty in which we are living. 

WHEREAS:

That as members of the Network of Friends of the Cooperation Zone (hereafter referred to as the “Network”), we work in unity by giving our support, confidence and respect to the governments of Belize and Guatemala to facilitate the process towards a resolution of the differendum.

CONSEQUENTLY,

WE DECLARE:

1. That communities in the cooperation zone between Belize and Guatemala, through the Network, commit ourselves to implement activities agreed upon by the Network and provide support to our respective governments to achieve a true, just and permanent accord for the well-being of our communities and the Central American region.

2. That the Network commits itself to develop viable proposals and seek adequate funding to achieve the identified goals in said projects.

3. That the Network commits itself to work towards mutual strengthening in all that is necessary to support the social and economic development in the cooperation zone.

4. That the Network commits itself to support the strengthening and functionality of said Network and maintain a firm and respectful dialogue with other strategic partners.

5. That the Network commits itself to strengthen its capacity with a view to support formal processes and activities with the support of its partners from Belize and Guatemala.

6. That the Network commits itself to work in harmony subscribing to the objectives of peace and sustainable development in the formation of a zone of permanent cooperation.

7. That the Network commits itself to identify and develop strategic alliances with national and international organizations and with the governments of Belize and Guatemala. 

This document is not of a legal or binding character but an expression of goodwill and best intentions of communities bounded by friendship and by the interest of promoting peace and development in the cooperation zone.

This document will serve as a basis to present a strategic community alliance to various organizations interested in supporting the process of peace and development in the cooperation zone. 

This document has an indefinite time period and any of the signatories can resign by sending a letter of resignation.

We read and sign this document in the community of Santa Cruz, Peten, Guatemala, this 18th  day of August , 2006.  

It is hereby signed by members of the Network of Friends of the Cooperation Zone: Belize and Guatemala.

Signing as witnesses are: the Asociación Elías Manuel, Asociación de Mujeres Ixqik, the Toledo Maya Women Council and Help for Progress.    

______________

(A proposal was made by the above mentioned communities of Guatemala and Belize to change the name “Adjacency Zone” to “Cooperation Zone”: in Santa Cruz, Guatemala on 5th August 2004 and Jalacte on 2nd September 2004, respectively. 
(NB: The Declaration was first signed on the 4th December 2004 in the village of Santa Cruz, Guatemala and ratified by the membership on the 18th August 2006).
